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•  Engaging families is a complicated, multilayered 
issue and thus, requires a holistic approach. 

•  An ecological perspective (Bronfenbrenner, 1979) 
looks at individual and environment factors impacting 
parent involvement.

•  This study focuses on the micro (i.e. home and 
family environment), meso (i.e. school and class 
environment), and exo (i.e. service networks) systems 
(Seginer, 2006).

•  Family educational involvement is a critical factor in 
a child’s educational and development outcomes 
(Wilder, 2014).

•  Minority and low-income families of a child with 
disabilities are less likely to be involved with their 
child’s education (Mendez, 2010).

•  Special education systems require families to navigate 
and interact with a multitude of service providers.

•  Identify the challenges facing minority and low-
income families of children with disabilities

•  Identify the gaps in services, policies, and systems 
that may influence the involvement of minority and 
low-income families of children with disabilities.

•  Early childhood program located in South Los 
Angeles, California

•  Purposive sample of parents/family members of 
children with disabilities and center staff

•  Surveys (online or hard copy) with parents
•  Semi-structured interviews with parents and staff
•  Social network analysis to map the ego networks of 

educational service providers
•  GIS mapping to assess the spatial distribution of 

educational services


